——

earned a cent? Why shouldn’t he talk to himself? Why?—When he
has to go to Charley and borrow fifty dollars a week and pretend to
me that it’s his pay?

HAPPY. (Pained.) God!

LINDA. (Crosses R., sits chair over R.) How long can that go on¢?
How long? You see what I’'m sitting here and waiting for? And you
tell me he has no character? The man who never worked a day but
for your benefit? When does he get the medal for that? Is this his
reward—to turn around at the age of sixty-three and find his sons,
who he loved better than his life, one a philandering bum—

HAPPY. Mom!

LINDA. That’s all you are, my baby! (To Biff, quiet, intense.) And
you! What happened to the love you had for him? (Leaning forward,
grasping back of chair.) You were such pals. ...How you used to talk
to him on the phone every night! How lonely he was till he could
come home to you! (Short pause.)

BIFE. (Rises, crosses R. to above Linda; forcing himself.) All right,
Mom. I'll live here in my room, and I'll get a job. ...I'll keep away
from him, that’s all.

LINDA. No, Biff...you can't stay here and fight all the time.
BIFE He threw me out of this house, remember that.
LINDA. Why did he do that? I never knew why?

BIFFE. Because I know hes a fake and he doesn't like anybody
around who knows!

LINDA. Why a fake? In what way? What do you mean?

BIFE. (Holding in his anger.) Just don't lay it all at my feet. It's between
me and him; thats all I have to say. I'll chip in from now on. He'll
settle for half my pay check—he’ll be all right. I'm going to bed.

(He starts r. Happy puts cigarette out in ashtray on top of refrigerator.)
LINDA. (Quietly.) He won't be all right.

BIFE. (Agitated, crosses to L. of table, furious.) I hate this city and I'll
stay here. ...Now what do you want?

LINDA. (Simply.) He's dying, Biff.
BIFE. (Subdued.) Why is he dying?
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