KIMBLRLY You should plobnhly escape while you can.

JEFE That's okay. She'll just catch me and drag me back here.
(They sit in silence. After an awkward pause ... ) 1 liked your glau-
coma paper by the way. It was way better lhan Bonnie Gigante’s.

 KIMBERLY. You think?

JEFE Yeah, you had that eyeball diagram and cverything. It was
very thorough.

KIMBERLY. Thanks.

JEFE (Another pause.) So, are you like ... mad at me?
KIMBERLY. No.

JEFE. About my paper?

- KIMBERLY. No, it was good.

']EPF Because you looked weird after 1 read it in class.

~KIMBERLY. No, it was a good paper.

JEFE. Then how come you ate lunch by yourself?

KIMBERLY. I was just reading.

-JEFE. I thought you were mad at me.

:KIMBERIY [ wasn'e. I just ... I thought you were done, so

JEFE Done? With lunch?

- KIMBERLY. With the paper. Since you were done writing it, 1

_thought ..

JEFE You thought I wouldn’t have lunch with you?

- KIMBERLY. I don’t know.

JEFE T thought you were mad about the paper, or your dad or
something.

KIMBERLY. My dad?

JEFE Or embarrassed. Since he told me not to touch you and kiss
you and stuff.

KIMBERLY. Oh, no Twasn’t — I don't really wanna talk about that.

JEFE Because I was thinking that if you wanted me to, I'd do it

‘anyway.

KIMBERLY. Whar?
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JEFE 1 know its his job to be protective and everything, but you
might want to do something that he thinks you don't want to do.
So if you wanted to like be kissed or whatever, then T would do it.
(Beat.) As a friend, you know? (Silence.) Like if you just wanted
someone to practice on. {Beat.) But not if you didn’t want to, obvi-
ously. P'm just saying. I'm not afraid of your dad. I mean | am, but
I'm assuming you wouldn't rell him, so in that case I wouldn't be.
Afraid of him, | mean. (Kimberly is too overwhelmed to speak. She
has a giddy. mortified, thrilled expression on her face.) Are you mad?
KIMBERLY. No.

JEFE. Because that’s not why I've been hanging out with you or
.mylhmg I wasn't even thinking about it uncil your dad broughr
it up. So ... I don’t know. I guess ... if you ever want to, just let
me know.

KIMBERLY. Okay.

JEFF. (Beat.) Okay, you'll let me know? Or okay, right now?
KIMBERLY. Okay, I'll let you know.

JEFE Okay.

KIMBERLY. Its just ... She’s gonna come back, so .

JEFE Oh right. 1 see. € ,ool (Debra reenters wﬂb rb(rkr and Xeroxes.)
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