
Theatre for Children

Once Upon A Time ....

The Ottawa Drama League had a brilliant  
idea. In late 1948 it introduced its Junior 

Theatre, a program that continued un-
der various names, for nearly forty years. 
Supported by  another new initiative, The 
School of the Theatre, the company staged 
plays for large audiences of children at the 
theatre, and at various High Schools across 
the city. The plays were produced, directed 
and acted by adults, with various child and 
youth members of the school taking part. 
Bringing professional credentials to the pro-
gram, it’s originators, Julia Murphy, Marian 
Taylor and Amelia Hall developed a quality 
program, held in high regard in the com-
munity and beyond.

The future professions of countless partici-
pants were shaped in the program and many 
have carved major national and internation-
al careers as professional producers, direc-
tors, actors impersonators and designers in 
theatre, film and television. 

The third of ten exhibits to be presented  
during OLT’s 100th Anniversary Season. 

Th i s  e x h i b i t  w i l l  r e m a i n  o n  d i s -
play in the Besserer Street Lobby during 
November 27th – December 15th.





Along the Yellow Brick Road .... 
the Bill Glenn Years.

As the Saturday Players, and then the   
  Ottawa Little Theatre’s Children’s 

Theatre, the program galloped along a 
 magical  Yellow Brick Road. Its dramatic  
 success and remarkable influence on its 
 participants was driven by the passion and 
theatrical abilities of William (Bill) Glenn. 
A  student of the original team and ap-
prenticed  to them as a director, actor and 
designer, Bill took over the reins of the pro-
gram in 1954. He swept all before him 
as he created productions that never failed 
to enthrall child audiences and nurture tal-
ents among his casts and crews in numbers 
 unsurpassed before or since. Blessed with 
talent as tall as the man himself, he became 
a local CBC-TV producer before moving on 
to a long, award-winning professional ca-
reer  as a writer, producer and director in 
New York and California. 
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Wizard of OZ

Tinderbox

William (Bill) Glenn







The Marvellous ‘60s ....

A new decade — new directions! 
 The company was re-named 

OLT’s Theatre for Children to under-
score  its mandate to present quality 
plays for children produced and per-
formed by adults, while regularly  in -
volving students from The School of 
the  Theatre. At the helm were two of 
OLT’s leading ladies of the day, Barbara 
Meiklejohn and Faith Ward. Steeped in 
tradition and  offering exciting learning 
and on-stage  opportunities the Theatre 
for Children attracted performers well 
known to Ottawan’s of today, including 
internationally-famed impersonator 
Rich Little and Luba Goy of CBC’s, Air 
Farce. Among its many successes was 
the premier production of a John Marier 
adaptation of a Canadian story, King of 
the Thousand Islands, written by Ottawa’s 
Head Librarian of the day, Claude C. 
Aubry. As local television had become a 
major source of  entertainment in the 
region, the CBC production of OLT’s Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs, starring 
some of the Ottawa Little Theatre’s most 
experienced main stage actors as the 
seven dwarfs, helped expose the magic 
of live theatre to a greatly expanded 
 audience of young spectators. 

Snow White

Alice

Wizard 
of OZ
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Changes ….

On July 1st 1970, the Ottawa Little Theatre 
was destroyed by fire. The Theatre for 

Children carried on but never really got time 
and space in the new theatre that opened 
in  1972, and so all productions took place 
either in the High Schools and later, in a 
 variety of different venues. in October 1970, 
The  Golden Goose written by local play-
wright, Jean Feather was produced. There is 
no  record  of another children’s play until 
October  1971, when Jane Murray directed 
The Wizard of Oz.

In 1978, Nancy Turner, production super-
visor  at the National Arts Centre and fre-
quent volunteer at OLT and Orpheus, took 
over the running of the Theatre for Children 
from Jane Murray.
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 Premières and Final Curtain ....

Noreen Young, well-known puppe-
teer wrote two plays for the Theatre 

for Children, The Valiant Tailor, 1974 and 
Pickles and Puppets, (with Juli Voyer) 1975 
and created the puppets for the production.

Beauty and the Beast and the ??????, written 
by John Marier and Berthold Carriere was 
the last production of Ottawa’s Theatre for 
Children it played at Ridgemont, Woodroffe 
and Sir Wilfred Laurier High Schools in 
February and March 1985.

Curtain closing ....

Epilogue

After 1985 Children’s Theatre in Ottawa  
 was provided by Staged Right , 

formed  by  Nancy Turner, Frank Burke and 
Paul Gaffney. Nancy took over The Ottawa 
Children’s Festival and formed Just for 
Kids,  a  subscription series. In 2000 the 
Festival passed into new hands.






